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Dear x

About 6 weeks before the start of the ICF Consensus conference for Traumatic Injury, we would like to provide you with some information and further details on the consensus meeting and your expected participation. 

What is the main goal of the conference?

The main aim of the conference is to define the ICF Core Set for people that have experienced a traumatic injury. ICF Core Sets are a selections of categories from a possible 1454 categories within the WHO’s International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health.  A Core Set is a selection of ICF categories that describes the most relevant and the most typical aspects of function and disability as well as the most relevant contextual factors for persons with specific health conditions or in specific settings.  A Comprehensive Core Set usually contains 80-100 categories and a Brief Core Set approximately 20 categories.  ICF Core Sets are endorsed by the WHO to promote the use of a standardised ICF language amongst rehabilitation professionals to enable international comparison of health and disability in similar patient populations. The goal of the conference is to agree on a Brief and Comprehensive Core Set for Traumatic Injury that can be used in a variety of ways in the future.

How should ICF Core Sets be used in clinical practice?

The selection of ICF categories to be included in these ICF Core Sets should encompass the least possible number of domains to be practical, but as many as required to be sufficiently comprehensive to cover the typical spectrum of problems in functioning and health encountered by individuals with traumatic injuries.
The aspiration is the national and international use of the ICF Core Set for Traumatic Injury to enable comparison of health and disability outcomes experienced by trauma patients using a standardised language. The Core Set can be used to guide clinicians in clinical practice as a minimum data set for assessment of the needs of trauma patients and comparison between trauma networks and systems.  It can be used for injury and disability statistic as well as education and research to improve outcome of trauma patients. 
Development of the ICF trauma categories to date

The selection of ICF-categories presented to you will be based on the results of:

1. A systematic literature review of functional and health problems experienced by patients with traumatic injuries (Hoffman K, Cole E, Playford ED, Grill E, Soberg HL, Brohi K.  Health Outcome after Major Trauma: What Are We Measuring? PLoS One 2014; 9(7):e103082)
2. An international expert survey including health professionals experienced in the aute and long term treatment of individuals with traumatic injuries. (Hoffman K, Playford ED, Grill E, Soberg HL, Brohi K. Minimum data set to measure rehabilitation needs and health outcome after major trauma: Application of an international framework Eur J Phys Rehabil Med. 2016 Jun;52(3):331-46).
3. Qualitative patient interviews with 32 trauma patients.
4. A cross-sectional study of approximately 50 acute trauma patients.
The results of this preliminary work will be presented at the consensus meeting as currently 109 relevant categories have been identified in the respective studies.  More information about ICF Core Set development can be found at: https://www.icf-research-branch.org/icf-core-sets-projects2
An ICF e-learning tool is also available to use for free: http://icf.ideaday.de/en/index.html
Location
The International ICF Core Set Consensus Meeting for Traumatic Injuries will take place at the Hilton Hotel Gatwick, UK.
Schedule

Approx. starting time 13th October 2016:  13.00 p.m.

Approx. ending time 15th October 2016:  2.30 p.m.

Transport to Gatwick
There are several transport options to Gatwick.  
1. The Gatwick Express runs from London Victoria every 15 minutes and it takes approximately 30 minutes to reach Gatwick from Victoria  http://www.gatwickexpress.com/
2. Trains also run from London Bridge and London Blackfriars and can be booked on https://www.thetrainline.com/
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